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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Rodrigo Duarte

Dear IAA members and friends:

I am here again to hug this amazing community of aesthetes from all over the world, and thank
you very much for the fruitful partnership in this first half of the year!

The activities in the field of philosophical aesthetics worldwide continue to be very lively! I want
to remind you again that IAA patronage is a stimulating possibility of increasing the academic
visibility of events organized by [AA-affiliated national aesthetics societies and other similar
associations. It is free and very easy to apply for. All the information about it and the application
form are available at the https://iaaesthetics.org/iaa-patronage/.

As for the activities of the TAA since my last address, I detach two essential items: first, the
approval by the IAA- Executive Committee of the update in the IAA-Constitution, which since
the eighties has been the same and no longer faced the possibilities and challenges of our present
situation (for details, see the note of the IAA Secretary-General in this issue). The second topic I
would like to stress is the decision to realize the next IAA-Conference in Presov (Slovakia),
whose previous information is also offered by our First Vice President Adrian Kvokacka on this
issue.

Last, I wish all IAA members and friends a very nice mid-year vacation!

Rodrigo


https://iaaesthetics.org/iaa-patronage/

FROM THE WEBSITE EDITOR
Zoltan Somhegyi

Dear IAA members:

As usual, I would again like to repeat my earlier invitations to send me any information that you
think might be of interest for the IAA readership that I can upload on the website, since it is a
very efficient way of spreading academic news. Feel free to contact me at
zoltansomhegyi@yahoo.co.uk.

Looking forward to receiving your news.
Zoltan

https://iaaesthetics.org/contact/

FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL
Lisa Giombini

Dear IAA members:

I am writing to inform you of an important development regarding the governance of the IAA:
the Constitution of the Association has recently been revised and updated.

The previous version of our Constitution, which dated back to the 1980s, contained provisions
that had become outdated, were no longer practiced, or no longer reflected the current needs and
realities of our community. Our goal in revising the document was to modernize and simplify its
language and structure while maintaining the original spirit that has guided the IAA since its
founding.

The main areas of revision are as follows:

1. Board of officers: Previously, the term of the Board was tied to the cycle of the IAA
congress, which ideally takes place every 3—4 years. However, as we have experienced in
recent years, securing a congress host can be challenging, and there is always a risk of
postponement or cancellation. To ensure continuity and stability, we have established a
fixed four-year term for the Board, independent of the congress schedule.

2. Membership fee structure: The former model required each member society to pay $1 per
member annually. This system resulted in significant disparities and inadvertently
discouraged larger societies from maintaining active membership. The new model
introduces a cap: societies with more than 100 members will now pay a maximum of




€100 annually, while smaller societies will continue to contribute proportionally. This
change aims to encourage broader and more equitable participation across all member
societies.

3. Meetings schedule: A fixed number of Executive Committee meetings will now be
scheduled, with the added provision that meetings may be conducted online. We hope this
will enhance accessibility from members around the globe.

4. Simplified election process: A streamlined election procedure has been introduced to
facilitate more efficient voting, especially in an online format.

We invite all members to consult the updated version of the Constitution directly at:
https://iaaesthetics.org/constitution/

With kind regards,

Lisa

CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT

International Congress of Aesthetics

Aesthetics today: 23rd international congress of aesthetics (ica 2026)
PreSov, Slovakia, July 20-24, 2026

Submitted by Adrian Kvokacka Vice president of IAA

Dear IAA Members:

I am happy to announce that the next International Congress of Aesthetics will be held in
Slovakia in 2026. More details follow:

The Congress is organised by the Society for Aesthetics in Slovakia, the International
Association for Aesthetics, and the University of Presov (Slovakia).

Theme: Aesthetics Today

Date: 20.7. - 24.7.2016 Venue: University of Presov, Slovakia
(https://www.unipo.sk/en/en/university/about/)

Number of participants: 150 max / 3 keynotes
Conference fee: TBA
Important dates:

Abstract Submission Deadline: November 15, 2025 Early Registration: January 15, 2026 Full

Paper Submission for NextGen Scholars Award: April 30, 2026 Regular Registration: April 15,
2026


https://iaaesthetics.org/constitution/

Support provided.

The conference fee will cover the following: a book of abstracts, conference materials, coffee
breaks, lunches, and the conference proceedings (in ebook format only).

Optional activities (not included in the conference fee): social dinner, one day visit to the region
of East Slovakia.

Presov, the venue for the congress, is situated in Central Europe and accessible by public
transport. The closest airports are located in Kosice (SK), Budapest (HU) or Krakow (PL), and
are connected to Presov via airport shuttle services or regular bus routes.

Further information, including the call for papers, will be shared soon. We look forward to
welcoming you in Presov!

CONFERENCE REPORT

Annual Conference of the Nordic Society for Aesthetics: Aesthetics, Ethics and Relational
Being (June 13-15, 2024)
Submitted by Arnold Berleant

Professor Arnold Berleant gave the keynote lecture, "Poetics of Landscape," via Zoom at the
Annual Conference of the Nordic Society for Aesthetics: Aesthetics, Ethics and Relational Being
(Arnold Berleant’s ninth book, The Social Aesthetics of Human Environments: Critical Themes,
was published by Bloomsbury Academic in December 2023.

Professor Arnold Berleant will receive the inaugural “Poiesis Prize” from the City of Viterbo,
Italy during the city’s “Beauty and the Built Landscape Week” [BBL] on June 21, 2025. From
June 16-21, 2025, the City of Viterbo will host a “Beauty and the Built Landscape” [BBL] week
with various events planned in addition to the International Urban Design Congress (June

17-19): exhibitions, films, and sightseeing tours that will take place in several historic sites of the
city and its surroundings. On Saturday 21 June, the last day of the "week", the day of the summer
solstice and international music day, a small ceremony will be held at Sala Regia of the Palazzo
dei Priori, in Viterbo, with a small concert and the awarding of the first “Poiesis Prize.” The prize
is a largely symbolic recognition that aims to highlight the contribution of an institution or
individual to the understanding or creation of beauty in the built landscape. Arnold Berleant was
chosen as the recipient of this inaugural award for his foundational and extraordinary
contribution to the understanding of the intimate nature of the aesthetics of human environments.

Arnold Berleant's Work in Environmental Aesthetics will be the topic of a panel chaired by Arto
Haapala at the XVIth International Summer Conference of the International Institute of Applied

Aesthetics in Lahti, Finland on June 10, 2025. Panelists include Fotini Vassiliou, Max Ryynénen,
Harri Mécklin, and Arnold Berleant.



A book forum to be published in Revista di Estetica will include contributions by Professors
Yuriko Saito, Yro Sepdnmaa, and Isis Brook, who will discuss Arnold Berleant's latest book, 7he

Social Aesthetics of Human Environments: Critical Themes, with a response by the author.
* *

JOURNAL ANNOUNCEMENT
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PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS
OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY B

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Art, hetics and predictive pr ing: theoretical and empirical
perspectives

d edited by. I, Helmut Leder, Elvira Bratlico and Sander Van de Cruys

THE
ROYAL
SOCIETY

PUBLISHING

The following title (Announced in December 2024 Newsletter) from Royal Society Publishing
Philosophical Transactions B is one of our most highly cited issues and NOW FREELY
AVAILABLE online: Art, aesthetics and predictive processing: theoretical and empirical
perspectives organized and edited by Jacopo Frascaroli, Helmut Leder, Elvira Brattico and
Sander Van de Cruys and the articles are FREE to access at www.bit.ly/PTB1895

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences
Art, aesthetics and predictive processing: theoretical and empirical perspectives

A theme issue compiled and edited by Jacopo Frascaroli, Helmut Leder, Elvira Brattico
and Sander Van de Cruys

Published December 2023

In the last few years, a remarkable convergence of interests and results has emerged between


http://www.bit.ly/PTB1895

scholars interested in the arts and aesthetics from a variety of perspectives and cognitive
scientists studying the mind and brain within the Predictive Processing framework. The result is
a vast and fast-growing research programme that promises to deliver important insights into our
aesthetic behaviours as well as a wide range of psychological phenomena of general interest,
including perception, cognition, learning, attention, curiosity, affect, motivation, well-being, and
the dynamics of sub-personal and person-level experience. This theme issue provides a timely
synthesis of this ambitious research programme, laying down a framework within which
aesthetics and cognitive science can partner up to illuminate crucial aspects of the human mind.
Access content online at www.bit.ly/PTB1895

Purchase the print issue at the reduced price of £40 (usual price £65) by contacting our sales
team (sales@royalsociety.org) and quoting promotional code TB1895.

CONTENTS:

Introduction Aesthetics and predictive processing: grounds and prospects of a fruitful encounter
-Jacopo Frascaroli, Helmut Leder, Elvira Brattico and Sander Van de Cruys

PART I: GENERAL ISSUES

Order and change in art: towards an active inference account of aesthetic experience - Sander
Van de Cruys, Jacopo Frascaroli and Karl Friston

Modelling individual aesthetic judgements over time - Aenne A Brielmann, Max Berentelg and
Peter Dayan

The aesthetic valve: how aesthetic appreciation may switch emotional states from anxiety to
curiosity - Paolo Barbieri et al.

Cultivating creativity: predictive brains and the enlightened room problem - Axel Constant, Karl
Friston and Andy Clark

PART II: VISUAL ART

Predicting instabilities: an embodied perspective on unstable experiences with art and design -
Claudia Muth and Claus-Christian Carbon

A hole in a piece of cardboard and predictive brain: the incomprehension of modern art in the
light of the predictive coding paradigm - Ladislav Kesner

PART III: MUSIC

Cognitive and sensory expectations independently shape musical expectancy and pleasure -



Vincent KM Cheung et al.
A model of time-varying music engagement - Diana Omigie and Iris Mencke

The impact of crossmodal predictions on the neural processing of aesthetic stimuli - Marianne
Tiihonen et al.

PART IV: LITERATURE, NARRATIVE AND CINEMA

Parallelisms and deviations: two fundamentals of an aesthetics of poetic diction - Winfried
Menninghaus et al.

Designs on consciousness: literature and predictive processing - Karin Kukkonen

Surfing uncertainty with screams: predictive processing, error dynamics and horror films - Mark
Miller, Ben White and Coltan Scrivner

Perceptual oddities: assessing the relationship between film editing and prediction processes -
Alice Drew and Salvador Soto-Faraco

PART V: RESPONSES AND CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES

Metaphors or mechanism? Predictive coding and a (brief) history of empirical study of the arts -
Helmut Leder and Matthew Pelowski

Fluency, prediction and motivation: how processing dynamics, expectations and epistemic goals
shape aesthetic judgements - Jenny Yoo, Katarzyna Jasko and Piotr Winkielman

Being alive to the world: an artist’s perspective on predictive processing - Robert Pepperell
For more information, contact:

The Royal Society

6 — 9 Carlton House Terrace

London

SWI1Y 5AG

T +44 20 7451 2500 E philtransb@royalsociety.org



BOOK ANNOUNCEMENT

Four Moments of
Aesthetic Experience

Bryan COUNTER

Four Moments of Aesthetic Experience

Reading Huysmans, Proust, McCarthy, and Cusk
Bryan Counter

Anthem Press

Book Summary

This book examines the question of aesthetic experience in the novels of Joris-Karl Huysmans,
Marcel Proust, Tom McCarthy and Rachel Cusk in order to propose a reconsideration of
aesthetic experience informed by literature and philosophy in equal measure. I suggest an
alternative four moments (of aesthetic experience) to Kant’s four moments of aesthetic
judgement, derived in part from my four literary authors respectively: curation, quietness,
violence and disconnection. Two of these moments are negative (curation and violence), and two
are positive (quietness and disconnection). Along these lines, the negative moments show the
danger of becoming too invested or interested in aesthetic experience; the positive moments are
marked by a kind of patience and openness toward the creative act of writing.

While these four moments are not meant as determinations, taken together, they offer a picture of
aesthetic experience as involuntary, subject to chance and resistant to calculation on the part of
the aesthetic subject. Besides contributing to the scholarship on each of the four novelists, this
book advances a theory of the aesthetic that shifts away from the framework of judging objects
to focus instead on experience and how it is articulated both within and beyond literature. It is
here that the theory of aesthetic experience benefits from literature’s singularity: no one text or



passage can serve as an example that would adequately circumscribe the field of aesthetic
experience, just as no one philosophical example could, and yet the reflective nature of the
literary text demands a rigorous look at aesthetic experience without the restrictions of a
totalising philosophical system.

Praise

Four Moments is an eloquent challenge to the notion that an aesthetic experience can be
consciously pursued and fetishized. Instead, Counter foregrounds the role played by such
elements as chance and nuance. Through his four case studies, he forges an original, exhilarating
theory of the aesthetic moment.

—Peter Schwenger, Mount Saint Vincent University, Nova Scotia, Canada.

Through close readings of novels by Huysmans, Proust, McCarthy, and Cusk, Counter offers a
lucid and engaging treatment of four moments of aesthetic experience: curation, quietness,
violence, and disconnection. This is a work of real theoretical sophistication, consistently
insightful in its treatments of literature and philosophy.

—Robert S. Lehman, Boston College, MA, USA.

About the Author
Bryan Counter completed his PhD in Comparative Literature at SUNY Buffalo and teaches in
the English departments at Western New England University and Framingham State University.

About Anthem Press

Anthem Press is a leading medium-sized independent academic, professional and trade publisher
in established and emerging social sciences, business/law and humanities fields of study with a
strong international and interdisciplinary focus.

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR AESTHETICS/L’ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONALE D’ESTHETIQUE

Honorary Life Members:
Arnold Berleant (USA)

Ales Erjavec (Slovenia)
Joseph Margolis* (USA)
Tomonobu Imamichi* (Japan)
Stefan Morawski* (Poland)
Mikel Dufrenne* (France)
(*Deceased)



Officers and Delegates
Executive Committee Officers (2022-2025)
President: Rodrigo Duarte (Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil)

First Vice President: Adrian Kvokacka (University of Presov, Slovakia)
Second Vice President: Peng Feng (Beijing University, China)
Treasurer: Tyrus Miller (University of California, Irvine, USA)

Vice Treasurer: Curtis Carter (Marquette University, USA)

Secretary General: Lisa Giombini (Roma Tre University, Italy)

Assistant Secretary General: Zhuofei Wang (University of Kassel, Germany)

Delegates-at-Large

Enea Bianchi

Lydia Muthuma

Past Presidents

Miodrag Suvakovic 2019-2022
Jale Erzen 2016-2019

Gao Jianping 2013-2016
Curtis L. Carter 2010-2013
Jos de Mul 2007-2010

Heinz Paezold 2004-2007 *
Ken-ichi Sasaki 2001-2004
Ales Erjavec 1998-2001
Arnold Berleant 1995-1998
Goran Hermeren 1988-1992
Harold Osborne 1984-1988 *
(*Deceased)

National Delegates

American Society for Aesthetics: Monique Roelofs

Asociacion Argentina de Estetica: Rosa Maria Ravera
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https://iaaesthetics.org/component/contact/contact/2-prof-curtis-carter?Itemid=211
https://iaaesthetics.org/component/contact/contact/1-webmaster-ex-officio?Itemid=143
https://iaaesthetics.org/component/contact/contact/33-prof-dr-ales-erjavec?Itemid=211
https://iaaesthetics.org/component/contact/contact/41-arnold-berleant?Itemid=211
https://iaaesthetics.org/component/contact/contact/10-prof-rosa-maria-ravera?Itemid=211

Australian and New Zealand Association for Literature and Art and Aesthetics: Eugenio Benitez

Brazilian Society for Aesthetics: Cintia Vieira da Silva

Canadian Society for Aesthetics / Société Canadienne d'Esthétique: Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin

Chilean Society for Aesthetics: Margarita Schultz

Chinese Society for Aesthetics: Peng Feng

Croatian Society for Aesthetics: Nadezda Cacinovic-Puhovski
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Asthetik: Karlheinz Liideking
Dutch Aesthetics Federation: Renée van de Vall

Euro-Asian International Aesthetics Association: Boris Orlov
European Society for Aesthetics: Zsolt Batori

Finnish Society for Aesthetics: Harri Macklin

Société Frangaise d'Esthétique: Carol Talon Hugnon

Société Hellénique d'Esthétique: Kostas Moraitis

Hungarian Forum of Somaesthetics: Alexander Kremer
Israeli Society for Aesthetics: Ruth Lorand

Societa Italiana di Estetica: Federico Vercellone

Japanese Society for Aesthetics: Hiroshi Yoshioka

Korean Society for Aesthetics: Joosik Min

Latvian Association for Aesthetics: Mara Rubene

Lithuanian Society for Aesthetics: Vaidas Matonis

Mexican Society of Aesthetics: Katya Mandoki

Nordic Society for Aesthetics: Jacob Lund

Polish Society of Aesthetics: Krystyna Wilkoszewska
Russian Society for Aesthetics: Artem Radeev

Council of Aesthetics, Russian Academy of Sciences: Konstantin Dolgov
Serbian Society for Aesthetics of Architecture and Visual Arts: Vladimir Mako

Slovenian Society for Aesthetics: Polona Tratnik
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https://iaaesthetics.org/component/contact/contact/27-prof-dr-vaidas-matonis?Itemid=211
https://iaaesthetics.org/component/contact/contact/28-dr-katya-mandoki?Itemid=211
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https://iaaesthetics.org/component/contact/contact/31-prof-dr-konstantin-dolgov?Itemid=211
https://iaaesthetics.org/component/contact/contact/33-prof-dr-ales-erjavec?Itemid=211

Society for Aesthetics in Slovakia: Adrian Kvokacka
Spanish Society for Aesthetics: Carmen Rodrigez Martin
L'Association Tunisienne d'Esthétique et de Poiétique: Rachida Triki

Sanart Association of Aesthetics and Visual Culture, Turkey: Murat Celik

Publications
Jos de Mul (The Netherlands): Guardian Online Yearbook

Melissa Shew (USA): Newsletter Editor
Zoltan Somhegyi (Hungary): IAA Website Editor

Website: www.iaaesthetics.org

IAA Announcement

IAAYearbooks IAA Yearbooks 18 and 19 are now available on the website of the IAA as Open
Access editions. Please visit the website of the IAA
(http://www.iaaesthetics.org/publications/yearbooks).

IAA/AIE Newsletter

National Societies for aesthetics and members are invited to contribute to the IAA/AIE
Newsletter with conference announcements, reports, reviews of books and journals, as well as
reports of the activities of national societies and departments. Contributions may be edited for
reasons of space or clarity. The IAA/AIE Newsletter is published by the International
Association for Aesthetics.

IAA newsletters are available on the website for members who may not have received prior
issues. Short essays on topics in aesthetics, news items, conference reports, book reviews,
articles, speeches and other items of interest to aestheticians are welcome. Essays on the state of
aesthetics in each national society will be featured as an on-going project. The Newsletter will be
published twice annually, in June and December.

Please direct all questions and corrections about this newsletter to Dr. Melissa Shew, [AA
Newsletter Editor (melissa.shew(@marquette.edu). If you wish to have materials considered for

upcoming newsletters, please send them as a Word document, along with any relevant images, to
Melissa. Please make sure that your submissions are in English and do not exceed ten
double-spaced pages. Thank you!
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TAA/AIE Membership
Membership Application / Renewal
Please note that the membership rate is $30.00USA for three years.

Membership rate is $15.00USA for students for three years.
Method of Payment: PayPal account: iaagensec@gmail.com.

If you do not presently have a PayPal account, you will need to sign up for t (a brief process) and
link a credit or debit card to your account. There are instructions at PayPal.com, and once you
have an account, use the ‘Transfer’ tab to send the funds. You will receive an email confirmation
when the transaction is complete. Following payment, submit the following membership
information to iaa.internationalaesthetics@gmail.com. Please include the following information:

Full Name

Institution

Address

Postal Code

Country

Email

Telephone

National or International Society (if any)

General membership inquiries can also be sent to iaa.internationalaesthetics@gmail.com.
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