International
Association for
- Aesthetics

Volume 67 - June 2026
http://www.iaaesthetics.org

SPECIAL LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Rodrigo Duarte

Dear IAA members and friends,

At this last address of mine as the president of the IAA, I would first like to very much thank this
fantastic community of aesthetes from all over the world for the support you have given during
the last four years I have served our association! Before I recall the achievements of our
association in this period, I have to thank especially the IAA Board, composed of Adrian
Kvokacka (First Vice President), Peng Fen (Second Vice President), Lisa Giombini (Secretary
General), Zhuofei Wang (Assistant Secretary General), Tyrus Miller (Treasurer), Curtis Carter
(Vice Treasurer), Enea Bianchi and Lydia Muthuma (Delegates-at-Large). Thanks to these
wonderful people, we were able to do a lot of things that I am going to tell you now.

In the first months of our term, we completed the new visual identity for the IAA, which now
appears on all association materials. We could reformulate the IAA's website entirely to improve
its usability and connectivity. Furthermore, we opened accounts on leading social media
platforms, such as X (formerly Twitter), Facebook, YouTube and Instagram. Last but not least,
we established the possibility of I[AA patronage of events promoted by national societies,
members of the IAA, other similar associations, and even its individual members. By the way, |
also want to remind you again that IAA patronage is a beneficial way to increase the academic
visibility of aesthetic events. It is free and very easy to apply for. All the information about it and
the application form are available at https://iaaesthetics.org/iaa-patronage/.

As for the activities of the IAA developed throughout our entire term in the presidency, I would
like to highlight two essential items: first, the approval by the IAA Executive Committee of the
update in the IAA Constitution, which, since the eighties, had been the same and no longer faced
the challenges and possibilities of the present day. The second topic I would like to highlight
concerns the 22nd International Congress of Aesthetics (ICA22), held at the Faculty of



Philosophy and Human Sciences of the Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG) in Belo
Horizonte from July 24th to 28th, 2023. I must say that there were many problems to be faced,
the biggest of which was the COVID-19 pandemic, which totally or partially paralysed the
activities of teaching and research institutions worldwide and introduced many uncertainties
regarding the holding of the Congress. We had to make the difficult decision to postpone the
Congress by one year, and that proved to be the right call, since the event took place without the
constraints imposed by more restrictive health measures on participants.

Another major setback, which would have affected the total number of participants in the
Congress, was the war in Ukraine, which made the participation of Russians, Ukrainians, and
other European colleagues more difficult. Nevertheless, even with the reported problems, the
Congress was highly successful, with the effective participation of colleagues from twenty-seven
countries (Germany, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, China, Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia,
United States of America, Finland, France, Netherlands, England, Italy, Japan, Lithuania,
Mexico, Peru, Poland, Russia, Serbia, Czech Republic, Sweden, Turkey, and Uruguay), with
presentation of works covering the main areas of contemporary philosophical aesthetics. Seven
of the nine keynote speeches of the ICA22 were published under the label of the Brazilian
Association of Aesthetics as an e-book, available at: https://iaaesthetics.org/contemporary-
aesthetics-dialogues-through-art-culture-and-media/ This e-book encompasses papers by me,
Fiona Hughes, Molefi Kete Asante, Josef Friichtl, Marilena Chaui, Misko Suvakovic, and
Jacques Poulain. Another important innovation concerning the ICA22 is that, for the first time in
this series of events, which began with the Berlin Congress in 1913, the plenary sessions were
broadcast live, with the videos subsequently made available on the IAA YouTube channel
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCp6SxYKtLYMajKulY0d5Sxgg). All information about
the Congress, such as the detailed schedule, organising committee, supporters, and sponsors, is
permanently available on the website: ica2022.abrestetica.org.br.

Shifting now to the future of our amazing congress series, we are very happy with the decision to
organise the next IAA-Conference in PreSov (Slovakia), with general coordination by the present
First Vice President, Adrian Kvokacka. As you may already know, the Conference will be held
from July 20-24, 2026.

Still speaking of conferences, I would like to emphasise that, in addition to the presence (and
organising roles) at events primarily dedicated to philosophical aesthetics, many IAA members
and friends have actively taken part in general-oriented international events. I can, for example,
cite the significant participation of aesthetes at the XXV World Congress of Philosophy in Rome
from the 1st to the 8th of August 2024. Leaving aside dozens of sessions on aesthetics held at
this huge conference, I would like to detach the round table "Dark Aesthetics: War, Destructions
and Massacres in Art and Everyday Culture", coordinated by IAA webmaster Zoltan Somhegyi
(former IAA Secretary General), in which took part IAA officers like Adrian Kvokacka (First
Vice-President), Lisa Giombini (Secretary General) and Enea Bianchi (Delegate at Large), Lydia
Muthuma (Delegate at Large).

The participation of IAA members and friends in events on Philosophy and Human Sciences
more broadly corresponds with our association's efforts to engage in dialogue with colleagues
from other Humanities disciplines and beyond. One example of this is the close relationship


https://iaaesthetics.org/contemporary-aesthetics-dialogues-through-art-culture-and-media/
https://iaaesthetics.org/contemporary-aesthetics-dialogues-through-art-culture-and-media/
https://iaaesthetics.org/contemporary-aesthetics-dialogues-through-art-culture-and-media/

between the IAA and the International Council of Philosophy and Social Sciences (CIPSH -
https://cipsh.one/) over the last four years, which will now be a full membership.

As for showcasing intellectual production in the field of philosophical aesthetics, we established
in recent years, with the indispensable help of Manfred Milz, an agreement with the publishing
house De Gruyter/Brill through which three book series were created. The first one is
"Transcultural Aesthetics", edited by Manfred Milz (University of Regensburg / University of
Johannesburg), featuring as a forum for various discourses on the critical interpretation of issues
and debates within contemporary and historical global aesthetics. The second series is
“Contemporary Issues in Aesthetics. An Annual of the International Association for Aesthetics”,
whose editors are Enea Bianchi (University of Sdo Paulo) and Zhuofei Wang (University of
Kassel), which serves as an academic platform dedicated to the exploration and dissemination of
contributions in the field of contemporary aesthetics. The third series is “Historical and
Philosophical Aesthetics”, edited by Lisa Giombini (Roma Tre University) and Adrian Kvokacka
(University of Presov), which aims to present a collection of scholarly works at the forefront of
aesthetics and the philosophy of art. The three series have already published about ten books
with the highest editorial quality.

Last, I would like to congratulate the new IAA Board, which was recently elected by our
community, composed of Adridn Kvokacka (University of PreSov, Slovakia), as President, Max
Ryynénen (Aalto University, Finland), as First Vice-President, Rosa Fernandez Gémez
(Universidad de Malaga, Spain), as Second Vice-President, Lisa Giombini (Roma Tre
University, Italy), as Secretary General, Enea Bianchi (University of Sdo Paulo, Brazil), as
Assistant Secretary General, Elisabetta Di Stefano (University of Palermo, Italy) and Yevheniia
Butsykina (Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Ukraine), as Delegates-at-Large. To
them, [ wish a fruitful and productive term at the IAA Board!

I wish all TAA members and friends a very nice mid-year vacation! To the ones who are going to
Presov in July, I wish a very pleasant and inspiring participation at the ICA 2026!

Rodrigo Duarte, IAA President



